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Invasive species are 
organisms that harm the 

environment in which 
they are not native.

Activity Book



Ecosystem: a community of 
organisms and their environment 

Environment: surroundings 
in which living things live
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Ontario:
our province

Damage: to cause harm
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Invasive Species in WFN Area

Giant Hogweed

-originates from Asia

-grows along roadsides, ditches and streams

-has a toxic clear watery sap that can cause 

severe burns to the skin

Purple Loosestrife

-originates from Europe and Asia

-invades wetlands and roadsides

-it grows thick roots that can extend far and 

reduces the nutrients for the plants that 

surround it

Phragmites

-originates from Europe

-invades wetlands and beaches

-it spreads quickly and releases toxins to kill 

surrounding plants
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Garlic Mustard

-originates from Europe and brought here to use as 

an herb

-invades forests, riverbanks and roadsides

-spreads easily and displaces native plants and 

interferes with their growing

Emerald Ash Borer

-originates from Asia

-found in forests where they lay their eggs in 

tree bark cervices

-they attack Ash trees and kill them

Black Locust

-originates from the United States

-invades grasslands and forests

-grows aggressively and releases nitrogen into 

the ground which hinders other plants’ growth
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If you spot an invasive species, report it

What You Can Do
• Learn to identify different invasive species.
• Don’t move infested wood material to new areas.
• Only buy native plants for your garden.
• Hire professionals to remove the invasive species.
• Dispose of invasive plants in the garbage, not the 

compost.
• While hiking, stay on trails and keep pets on leashes to 

avoid spreading.
• Clean your gear (watercrafts, bikes, trailers, boot 

bottoms) before changing areas.
• Groom your pets to remove any seeds or plant parts.

• by phone: call the Ontario Federation of 
Anglers and Hunters’ Invading Species 
Hotline at Toll-free: 1-800-563-7711

• online: through EDDMapS Ontario, a 
web-based mapping system

• on your mobile: download the EDDMapS 
Ontario app on your mobile phone (iOS 
or Android)
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Kids Coloring Contest
1. Color a picture on pages 14 or 15, 

depending on your age.
2. Bring your picture to the Community 

Centre by June 30th, 2022

Winners will be announced the following 
week !!!
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Amazing Maze
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ACROSS

3. Tree with pointy and sharp thorns
6. Invader of wetlands
7. Natural home of animal, plant or organism
9. Interrupt or interfere
11. Taking away invasive species can help native species
12. The surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or plant lives or 
operates
15. An individual animal, plant, or single-celled life form
16. A biological community of interacting organisms and their physical 
environment
17. Please do not harm the environment

DOWN

1. Large area covered with tree and undergrowth
2. Edible herb rich in Vitamin A and C
4. Plant may cause major burns to the skin
5. Causes ecological or economic harm in an environment where it is not native
8. A perennial grass
10. A group of living organisms
13. Multiplying in an area
14. Our province
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Unscramble the Words
Purple loosestrife 

Removal 
Damage
Invasive 

Forest
Environment 
Black locust 

Garlic mustard 
Habitat

Phragmites
Disturbing 

Species
Organism 
Ecosystem

Ontario
Giant hogweed 
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Ages 9 and under
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Ages 10 and over
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